
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

 Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s bulletins and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor.  Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register.  Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the 

center aisle.  Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an 

usher. 

 

 

 



The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

May 27 & 28, 2017 
  

Our Redeemer Lives! He lives to give us the expectation of glory. 

 
 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 169 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit.
  

 

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

to Refrain 

to Refrain 

to Stanza 4 

to Refrain 

to Final Refrain 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your right 

hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith to follow 

where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson 1 Samuel 1:21-28 

God glorified patient Hannah with the birth of Samuel. 

 

 When the man Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the LORD and to 

fulfill his vow, Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him 

and present him before the LORD, and he will live there always.” 

 “Do what seems best to you,” Elkanah her husband told her. “Stay here until you have weaned him; 

only may the LORD make good his word.” So the woman stayed at home and nursed her son until she 

had weaned him. 

 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old bull, 

an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. When they 

had slaughtered the bull, they brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “As surely as you live, my 

lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. I prayed for this child, and the 

LORD has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be 

given over to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD there.  

                                                           
 
1 Samuel:  Like 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles, 1 and 2 Samuel were written as a single 

literary work which was divided into two parts by the translators of the Septuagint (the Greek 

translation of the Old Testament).  The book is named for the prophet Samuel, the person God used to 

establish kingship in Israel.  Both of Israel’s first two kings, Saul and David, were anointed by Samuel.  

Samuel’s importance as God’s representative is similar to that of Moses, because he was instrumental in 

the continuity of the covenant during the transition from the rule of the judges to the reign of kings.  
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 8 

The LORD crowned the Son of Man with glory. 

 

 

 

 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

  You have set your glory above the heavens. 

 

 When I consider your heavens, 

  the work of your fingers, 

 

 what is man that you are mindful of him, 

  the Son of Man that you care for him?  

 

 Refrain 

 

 You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

  and crowned him with glory and honor. 

 

 You made him ruler over the works of your hands; 

  you put everything under his feet. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  

 

 Refrain  
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Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 

We fix our eyes on the unseen glory that awaits us. 

 

 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” With that same spirit of faith we also believe 

and therefore speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also 

raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. All this is for your benefit, so that the grace 

that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 

 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! I will not leave you as orphans; I will 

come to you. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

Gospel John 17:1-11a 

Through Jesus, we too will receive glory. 

 

 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

 “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him 

authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is 

eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have 

brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in 

your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 

 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 

them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes 

from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty 

that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying for the 

world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.   



pg. 8 

 

And glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the 

world, and I am coming to you.” 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day Jesus, My Great High Priest 

    Christian Worship 359 

 

Sermon 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 

Success with Your Savior 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Offering  

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith.  If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for Easter 

M: O Lord Jesus Christ, you have risen from the dead, ascended to the right hand of God, and 

opened the kingdom of heaven to us undeserving sinners. 

 

C: We praise and thank you for calling us into your kingdom through faith in you, our 

Savior and our Lord. 

 

M: Ruled by your mercy and no longer filled with fear, we are confident of our salation. What joy 

is ours as members of your kingdom! 

 

C: By your love, empower us to do the good works which you prepared in advance for us to 

do. 

 

M: Give us a hunger for your Word and nourish us daily by it. Cause us to remember our baptism 

which has washed away our sins. Make us frequent partakers of your body and blood through 

Holy Communion. 

 

C: Keep us in the true faith until the end, and help us to seek first your kingdom and 

righteousness. 

 

M: Multiply the preaching of your gospel throughout the world that your kingdom might also 

come to others. Encourage us to support our pastors and missionaries and to remember them 

daily in our prayers. 

 

C: Bless these kingdom workers wherever they labor, and allow the Word they preach to be 

received with joy. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow.  
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M: Ascended Lord, hear our prayers and intercede for us at your Father’s right hand. 

 

C: Shield us against every temptation and strengthen us in every trial, until we receive the 

victor’s crown of everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn     How Great Thou Art 

     Christian Worship 256 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn There Is a Higher Throne (see pg. 12) 

Christian Worship Supplement 727 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.  
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Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service I.  Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002, Kermit Moldenhauer.  

“This is the Feast” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.  Tune and setting © 1975, 1988 Augsburg  

 Publishing House. 

“Psalm 8” Tune Lynn Trapp © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

“Hail Thee, Festival Day” Refrain text and tune from the English Hymnal, Oxford University Press.  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Kiara Ristow, piano (Saturday) 

 Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday) 

  

Head Ushers Rick Yahn (Saturday) 

 Tom Wessel (8:00 AM) 

 Doug Knuth (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Peter & Sharon Trettin and Tony & Erica Balistreri (8:00 AM) 

 Dean & Shirley Smith and Herb & Karin Schrank (10:30 AM) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

 The altar flowers are placed by Mike and Suzanne Swenson in celebration of their 40
th

 

wedding anniversary and in thanks for the many blessings received. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Lucille Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home. 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Easter 7 

 

 M John 14:15-21…..………………………………………… Jeremiah 29:11-14a 

 T John 15:17-21…….….…………………………………… Luke 12:8-12 

 W 1 Corinthians 2:12-16…………………………………….. 1 John 2:24-29 

 TH John 7:37-39……………………………………………… Numbers 20:2-12 

 F Hebrews 11:32-40………………………………………... Ezekiel 11:14-20 

 S Isaiah 41:17-20…………………………………………… Genesis 11:1-9 
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Parents’ Preview for June 4 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Hail Thee, Festival Day” refrain 

(Christian Worship 179) 
 

 


